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A MISUNDERSTODD INVESTIGATIVE AND TACTICAL TOOL

isual tracking is a skill set that continues to be misun-
derstood by law enforcement—at the individual officer and
senior administrator level alike. Despite the recent increased
exposure brought to the art by various writers (such as Yancey Harrington's
articles in SWAT Magazine, Scott Oldham’s in Tactical Response and oth-
ers), the prevalent perception of visual tracking continues to be that of some
arcane talent useful only out in the boondocks. Visual track interpretation
remains largely something associated with manhunts, the recovery of fugi-
tives and the operations of snipers in remote locales under arduous
conditions.

Iy - - W=, ‘ > . l This is most assuredly not the case. Nothing, in fact,

* ' SRS : d could be further from the truth. There are any number of ways
in which visual tracking can be employed to the benefit of ur-
ban agencies and the jurisdictions they serve, and employed by
a variety of officers, deputies or agents from a wide and
p disparate array of assignments,

Particularly significant among these, and dra-
matically different from the method of visual tracking
interpretation is used on a manhunt, is that which is

used on a passive track, Tactical officers are of
course the first such group that spring to mind, but they
are far from alone. Detectives, counter-narcotics officers and
crime scene investigators can all benefit from a solid grounding in
visual tracking. In point of fact, the argument can be made that when
it comes to interpreting visual spoor and putting the results to good
use, it is such detectives and investigators that would most often
use the skill set involved! Any investigative unit should have at
least some kind of visual tracking capability, even if it is no more
than enough to know what they don't know-—and thus enough to
know to call for assistance without disturbing sign.
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“Tracks are clues, the most clues a perpetrator will leave behind. One
every thirty inches or so, and as conclusive as fingerprints.”

- Sherlock Holmes







